
North Buffalo Township
August 21, 2019

The North Buffalo Township Board of Supervisors met at the Municipal Building at 7:00 p.m., August
21, 2019 with Supervisors Mike Valencic,  Clark Whiteman and Jennifer Matarrese,  Secretary Pam
Bowser, North Buffalo Police Chief Jason Hufhand and approximately five citizens in attendance.
    
Mike Valencic called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  He led the Pledge of Allegiance and asked for a
moment of silence to honor those who have served and are currently serving in the military and local
government.  He then announced that the meeting was being audio recorded.

Clark Whiteman made the motion to approve the minutes of the July 17, 2019 Supervisors’ Meeting.
Jennifer Matarrese seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.      

Clark Whiteman made the motion to approve the bills as presented on the Bill List with General Fund
checks #26526 through #26585 in the amount of $68,000.59, General Fund electronic debits in the
amount  of  $16,952.63,  State  Fund  checks  #719  through  #722  in  the  amount  of  $141,241.78  and
Construction Project Fund check #575 in the amount of $50,000.00.  Jennifer Matarrese seconded the
motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.  

Jennifer  Matarrese  made  the  motion  to  approve  the  Treasurer’s  Report  as  presented,  with  Clark
Whiteman seconding the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

North Buffalo Police Chief Jason Hufhand gave the monthly police report.  Township Fire Marshall
Dave Orton called the supervisors prior to the meeting to say that Ford Cliff did not have any calls in
North Buffalo Township this month and would not be in attendance.

Jennifer Matarrese then gave the Road Master’s report.  The tar and chip project has been completed by
Russell Standard.  MDS contributed $5,000 to help out with the tar and chip cost on Church Road.  The
road crew has been fixing potholes, berming, mowing and replacing crosspipes on Dutch Hollow Road.
There were three call outs for downed trees.  They are beginning to plan for possible road projects in
2020.  The township is working with MDS Energy Development to allow them to make a one-time trip
for  brine  removal  from wells  over  township  roads  while  ensuring  no  damage  to  the  roads.   The
situation  will  be  monitored  and if  road  damage  occurs,  MDS will  be  responsible  for  the  repairs.
Jennifer and the road crew have been looking at new high lifts to replace the current Case high lift.

Under new business, North Buffalo Township was invited to participate in the Ford City Labor Day
Parade; however, the road crew will not be able to attend and the police chief will be helping to direct
traffic that day in Ford City for the parade.  Jennifer Matarrese made the motion not to participate in the
Ford City Labor Day parade.  Clark Whiteman seconded the motion, all voted in favor and the motion
carried.
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The next item on the agenda was a letter from Attorney Roger Mechling on behalf of the Worthington
Lions Club requesting permission to temporarily close Hogg Road and Wilson Road while they hold
their  5K fundraiser race to be held on Sunday,  October 13,  2019 at  3:00 p.m.   They also request
assistance from the North Buffalo Township police department during the race.  Jennifer Matarrese
made the motion to grant permission for the Hogg Road and Wilson Road closure during the 5K race
and to offer police assistance during the race.  Clark Whiteman seconded the motion, all voted in favor,
and the motion carried.

The supervisors held a discussion regarding the two previously purchased office trailers.  The board
agreed to sell them.  Mike Valencic made the motion to accept sealed bids for the trailers and advertise
as such according to local government requirements.  Clark Whiteman seconded the motion, all voted
in favor, and the motion carried.

The next topic for discussion was in regard to which pieces of old equipment to trade in on a new high
lift.  Road Master Jennifer Matarrese reported that the old Case high lift will need expensive repairs to
the transmission costing approximately $25,000.00.  Jennifer and the road crew went to look at Case,
John Deere and JCB high lifts.  JCB has never gotten back to her.  The max purchase price for a new
high lift without negotiating and without any trade-ins is $155,000.00.  Both Case and John Deere are
willing to take some of our old equipment on a trade.  They came to look at and gather information on
the old Case high lift, the Massey Ferguson 285 tractor, the John Deere 4W30 tractor with broom, the
Blawnox paver and the v-body salt spreader.  They don’t think they are interested in the spreader.  The
dealerships  will  get  back  to  Jennifer  with  trade-in  price  offers  for  the  equipment,  which  will  be
deducted from the purchase price of a new high lift.  Clark Whiteman suggested tabling the matter until
the dealerships get back with exact prices.  Jennifer stated that if the transmission goes out on the old
high lift, it won’t be worth anything and waiting to take action until next meeting will be cutting it
close timewise to winter to get a new one.   Mike Valencic  made the motion to table  this  item of
business until they are able to obtain more facts and concise figures.  Clark Whiteman seconded the
motion, all voted in favor, and the motion carried.

The board then addressed an issue that has come up about who should pay for replacing pipes under
residents’ driveways.  Should a resident be charged for the pipe if it is the township wanting to replace
it  to  better  the  township  road?   After  some  discussion,  Mike  Valencic  made  the  motion  that  the
township will pay for pipes under driveways if it is the township that wants to replace the pipe to better
the road and to have the resident pay for the pipe at the township’s cost if, in fact, it is the resident who
requests the pipe be replaced or when a resident is installing a new driveway on a township road.
Jennifer Matarrese seconded the motion, all voted in favor and the motion carried.

Jennifer Matarrese made the motion to reinstate Code.sys as a second third-party inspection agency in
addition to Professional Code Services, Inc.  Clark Whiteman seconded the motion, all voted in favor,
and the motion carried.
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Jennifer Matarrese made the motion to start the process for reinstatement of the township planning
board to consist of five township residents appointed by the board of supervisors.  The current planning
board would stay in place until five residents are found to fill the positions.  Clark Whiteman seconded
the motion, all voted in favor, and the motion carried.

Mike Valencic  made the motion to remove current township Solicitor  Charles Pascal,  Jr.   Jennifer
Matarrese seconded the motion, all voted in favor, and the motion carried.

Jennifer Matarrese made the motion to appoint Charlton Law Firm as the township solicitor.  Mike
Valencic seconded the motion, all voted in favor, and the motion carried.

Board Chairman Mike Valencic then reopened the discussion on the previously tabled item of business
for purchasing a new high lift.  Road Master Jennifer Matarrese reported that the highest purchase price
for a new high lift without negotiating and without any trade-ins would be $155,000.00.  She stated that
the road crew is not using the current high lift unless absolutely necessary, because if the transmission
goes out, it will be worth nothing.  It would cost approximately $25,000.00 to rebuild the transmission
and the high lift isn’t even worth that amount.  She reported that they looked at used high lifts, but with
a used machine there is no COSTARS discount and no warranty.  A used high lift with low hours is
almost the same price as a new one with the COSTARS discount.  The new Case has a three-year
warranty.  The John Deere includes bucket forks and a broom that sweeps into the bucket and has a
seven-year warranty.  After further discussion, Mike Valencic made the motion to purchase a new John
Deere high lift not to exceed a purchase price of $155,000.00 with the final purchase to be approved by
the board of supervisors.   Jennifer Matarrese seconded the motion, all voted in favor, and the motion
carried.

After public comment, Clark Whiteman made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  Jennifer
Matarrese seconded the motion, all voted in favor, and the motion carried.

Pamela L. Bowser
North Buffalo Township Secretary


